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1909.   22nd February.

First  aeroplane  flight  of   any   duration  in   the   British

Isles.   S. F. Cody covered 400 yd. at Farnborou^h.
2nd May.

First officially-recognized aeroplane flight in the British
Isles by an Englishman.   J. T. C. Moore-Brabazon, in
a French Voisin biplane, flew for 500 yd. in the Isle of
Sheppey.
25th July.

First aeroplane flight across the English Channel, by Louis
Bleriot, in his monoplane XI with 25 h.p. "Anzani"
engine, from Gris Nez to Dover in 37 min.

1910.   8th March.

First pilot's certificate issued in England was granted to

J. T. C. Moore-Brabazon.
27th-28th April.
First London to Manchester flight, by Louis Paulhan in

a Farman biplane.
2nd June.

First Channel crossing in an aeroplane by an Englishman,

and first double crossing, by the Hon. C. S. Rolls.
4th November.

First airship flight from England to the Continent.  E. T.

Willows in his airship, " Willows III.**
18th December.

T. O. M. Sopwith flew from England to Belgium in a
Howard Wright biplane powered with an E.N.V.
engine. Distance 169 miles. Won Baron de Forest prize
for the first aeroplane flight from England to Belgium.

1911.   Ut April.

Air battalion formed.
12th April.

First non-stop flight from London to Paris : Bleriot mono-
plane   piloted   by   Pierre   Prier   in   just   over   4  hr.
Distance, 290 miles.
9th September.

First air-mail service in Great Britain: Coronation air-
mail service between London and Windsor, inaugurated
by Gustav Hamel.

1912.   7th March.

Henri Salmet in a B14riot monoplane made the first return
flight, London (Hendon) to Paris and back, in one day.
16th April.
Frst Channel  flight  by  a  woman pilot:  Miss Harriet

Quimby in a Ble; iot monoplane.
22nd April.
First aeroplane crossing of the  Irish  Sea,  by  Corbett

Wilson.
13th May.

Royal Flying Corps came into existence.
8th June.

First Air Derby.

1913.   18th October.

Major E. M. Maitland landed by parachute from the air-
ship "Delta " at a height of 1800 ft. This was probably
the first parachute descent from a moving aircraft.

1914.   30th July.

Lieut. Trygve Gran of the Norwegian Navy made the
first- air crossing of the North Soa in an aeroplane.

1918.   2nd January.

Air Ministry formed in Great Britain.
1st April.
British Royal Flying Corps and Royal Naval Air Service

amalgamated as Royal Air Force.
15th November.
A Handley-Page at Crlcklewood Field carried forty people

for 30 minutes to an altitude of 6500 ft.
1918-19.  13th December to 16th-January.

First flight England to India; four-engined Handley-
Page bomber piloted by Squadron-Leader MacLaren.

1919.   1st March.

Inauguration   of   first  British   air-mail   service   to   the

Continent.
1st May.
Commercial flying in the  British  Isles  was permitted

officially.
Hth-15th June.

The first non-stop crossing of the Atlantic made by Capt.
Alcock and Lieut. Whitten Brown.

2nd July.

R.34 left Pulhani airship station for America.
13th July.

R.34 landed at Pulhani airship station after first double

crossing of the Atlantic.
14th July.
The first foreign civil aeroplane to arrive in England after

the War landed at Hounslow.
25th August.

Aircraft Transport and Travel, Ltd., inaugurated a pas-
senger and freight air service  between   London  and
Paris  (the  world's first  daily international  aeroplane
service),
llth November.

Ross and Keith Smith left Brooklands for Australia.
10th December.
Ross and Keith Smith landed at Port Darwin, Australia

(first flight England to Australia).
1920.  4th February.

Col. Van Ryneveld and Flight.-Lieut. Quintin Brand left
Brooklands for South Africa in a Vickers '* Vimy-Rolls."
20th March.

Van Ryneveld and Brand landed at  Cape  Town; first

flight from England to the Cape.
25th March.

London Terminal Aerodrome opened at Croydon.
1924.   1st April.

Imperial Airways, Ltd., formed.
1926.  1st October.

Alan Cobham landed on the Thames at Westminster on
completion of his return flight to Australia. He was
rewarded with a Knighthood.

(For an introduction to a study of the history and develop-
ment of Aeronautics, see Aeronautics, Parts I, II, and III,
published by His Majesty's Stationery Office.)

AFRICA
1909.  28th December.

First aeroplane ascent in Africa; Albert Kimmerling in a
Farman " Voisin " at Cape Town.

1920.   January.

Aero Club of South Africa formed, absorbing the Aero-
nautical Society of South Africa, which had been formed
in 1912.
20th March.

First flight, England to the Cape, successfully completed
by Col. H. E. van Ryneveld and Major Quintin Brand.

1921.   1st August.

Inauguration of air route from Cairo to Baghdad by the
Royal Air Force.

1928.   28th September.

Flight-Lieut. R. R. Bentley, flying solo in a light aeroplane
from London, arrived at Cape Town

1929.   1st February.

Foundation of the South African Air Force.
1931.  28th February.

A regular England-Africa air mail between London and

Mwanza, Tanganyika Territory, was  inaugurated  by

Imperial Airways.

AUSTRALIA
1909.

Mr. Colin Defries made the first flight in Australia at the

Victoria Park racecourse, Sydney. New South Wales.
1914.

The Australian Aero Club founded.
1919.  10th December.

First flight, England to Australia, successfully completed

by Capt. Ross Smith and Lieut. Keith Smith.
16th November-12th December.

First trans-Australian flight, from Point Cook, Victoria, to
Darwin, by Capt. H. N. Wrigley and Sergt. A. W.
Murphy.
5th December.

First commercial air transport service opened, Geraldton,
Derby.
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